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shall put keys to your doors, and you will be the only one in
the house who deems it necessary to take precautions against
robbers.'
I told Clairmont not to unpack my trunks till next day,
and I went off with Count A. B. and his sisters-in-law for a
walk. Count Ambrose and his wife remaining at home.
'We will go and pay a visit to a certain pretty penitent/
said the count. cShe is, or was, a Milanese Lais, who had
such a reputation for beauty, that all the rich men of the
city and of neighbouring towns came to pay her homage.
The door of her house was opened and shut a hundred times
a day. About a year ago the pious people began to cry scan-
dal. Count Firmian had orders from Vienna to shut her up
in a convent. Maria Theresa has no tolerance for mercenary
beauty, and the beautiful sinner was compelled to make a
general confession, and a lifelong penitence was imposed
on her. Cardinal Pozzobonelli gave her absolution, and con-
ferred on her the sacrament of Confirmation, changing ner
baptismal name of Teresa to that of Mary Magdalene,
We are the hereditary patrons of a convent consecrated
to penitents; it is a most inaccessible place, where the re-
cluses live, deprived of all worldly pleasure, and sub*
jected to every privation. They can only work and pray ;
they see no other man than the priest, who says mass daily
in their chapel.'
This story touched me deeply; my eyes filled with tears.
Poor Mary Magdalene! Barbarous Maria Theresa!
As soon as we were announced, the Superior came to re-
ceive us, and we were shown into an immense hall, when I
at once distinguished the celebrated penitent from among
some homely and insignificant young women. As soon as we
appeared the poor girls laid aside their knitting or their
needlework, and rose to their feet. Magdalene impressed
me in spite of the severity of her costume. What beauty!
What dignity! My profane eyes, instead of seeing the enor-
mity of her sin, saw only her loveliness. Her beautiful eyes
were fixed on the ground; but suddenly raising them, she